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The Vizesysn Chagber of Navdgmtlon agreed sbout mid-June 1952 to mppesl to the
Ministeries of Commerce, Tndéstry and labor o give due consideration to.the
hazaful effects on the Merehant Marine of proposed changes in working conditions
of merchent sesmen.

Rew reguletions which repimiedly bave been propoged by the Bpardish goverunment
wold inevesse the oot sttributeble to each vewber of a vessel's craw by 66

pex cent, asccording to the shipawners, Besides an luerease in bage pay, reforms
in sicknese and hospitalization insursnce, vetiremert benefits anpd mumﬂ'
'pk.muuna are coubemplated. .

A yariety of factors alreafdy hes pub the Spavieh merchant marine in a precarious

situationy seeording to the fleet owners, who attribute thedr plight toa | .
pearics  of caunses, lncliwiing caubinwal lowering of freight rates awing to &
world oversupply of bobtoms, insreage in US psrticipation in the field, German
and Japarese shipbuilding, and, most importantly, the shortage of dollsys which
has stylted FRaropesn treds.
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